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VISION AND MISSION 

Centro Internazionale Crocevia is one of the oldest 
NGOs in Italy, working since 1958 on international 
cooperation and solidarity. From the 1980s until the 
beginning of the new millennium, we have acted and 
implemented projects in the global south, keeping in 
mind our vision of international cooperation: starting 
from the needs of our partners in the south and 
elaborating proposals with the real needs of local 
communities as a priority. This kind of cooperation 
focused on international solidarity, both towards 
people and Peoples, supporting movements and 
organisations that expressed strong demands for 
change and emancipation. We have been active, with 
our projects, alongside popular organisations in Brazil, 
Chile, Nicaragua, El Salvador or alongside Cuba in 
the especial period. We have supported the efforts of 
Palestinian organisations engaged against the Israeli 
occupation.
We have worked with African peasant communities in 
Senegal, Burkina Faso, Tanzania and Mozambique, also 
contributing to the pacification process.
We have been in Vietnam alongside research 
centres committed to safeguarding local agricultural 
biodiversity. Our relentless commitment had always 
the aim of fostering every community expression 
against inequalities.
In the last 40 years we changed our approach, starting 
to work as facilitators in the global dialogue with social 
movements, Indigenous Peoples and Civil Society 
Organisations on three main issues: right to food, 
right to communication and right to education.
These principles are still valid today and they are 
guiding the actions of Crocevia. Through our work, 
we proudly pay tribute to those women coming from 
different cultures, that 64 years ago decided to create 
a crossroad (Crocevia) where they could exchange 
their commitment, militancy and desire for a future of 
solidarity.
Our mission in being the Secretariat of the 
International Planning Committee for Food 

Sovereignty (IPC) is to keep up the struggles of 
peasants’ organizations, trade unions and Indigenous 
Peoples inside the UN system and, specifically, the 
FAO. Supporting and facilitating a platform of different 
organisations with different focus and constituency 
is within our mandate to strengthen the solidarity 
among movements, towards food sovereignty. This 
goes hand in hand with our work to achieve and create 
international legal frameworks aimed at strengthening 
the rights of peoples to healthy and culturally 
appropriate food produced through ecologically 
sound and sustainable methods, and their right to 
define their own food and agricultural systems. In 
this support and advisory work we also challenge the 
private sector’s growing influence in the UN spaces, in 
order to prevent the industry takeover of international 
policy frameworks, and keep the use and control of 
genetic resources in the hands of small-scale food 
producers.
Crocevia is therefore committed to continue its work 
in support of peasants and Indigenous Peoples 
in the Global North as well as the Global South. We 
believe that the dominant development model, based 
on overconsumption and private profit fueled by the 
liberalization of markets, cannot take into account 
the real needs of men and women in different parts of 
the world. This development model challenges a fairer 
distribution of wealth and a sustainable use of natural 
resources.
That’s why Crocevia supports the protagonism 
of all those who are struggling - from Indigenous 
Peoples to peasants’ organizations, from organised 
civil society groups to grassroots associations - 
to promote a new development model based on 
human rights, cooperation, ecology and solidarity. 
We believe that the cultural heritage linked to the use 
of the land and to traditional family farming constitute 
the identity and knowledge of Peoples. This heritage 
must be protected and promoted, to inform decision 
making at the highest level.
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INTRODUCTION

2021, with the prolongation of the pandemic in Italy 
and around the world, gave us the opportunity to 
reflect more about the work of Crocevia and specifically 
how could we better support social movements on 
food sovereignty in these difficult times. After the 
challenges we faced in establishing new routines 
and re-shuffling the budgets to cope with the new 
reality, this year it has been extremely important to 
have a longer-term strategy on how to make effective 
our work in time of pandemic: new methodologies of 
work, new ways to facilitate online meetings and new 
channels for dialogues with the movements and with 
the institutions.
The challenges we faced in 2021 were not only linked to 
the pandemic: social movements had to bring their 
requests from their communities to the global 
stages of the Food and Agriculture Organization or 
the Convention on Biological Diversity, and Crocevia 
needed to fill the gap. We structured a new way of 
working and communicating with movements: we 
increased the number of online meetings, connecting 
the movements at the global and regional level and with 
thematic working groups, three of which we directly 
facilitate (the WG on Agricultural Biodiversity, the one 
on Small-Scale Fisheries and the WG on Youth). We also 
increased the work on the external communication, 
creating a newsletter of the IPC, sharing the 
information regarding the IPC activities, the allies and 
the surrounding environment. The new communication 
team is in constant touch with IPC Working Groups to 
support them in building communication strategies, 
carrying on communication campaigns and spreading 
their news via social networks.
Last but not least, we launched a new Nyéléni Process 
– a global process involving all social movements on 
food sovereignty to create a new paradigm shift in 
food and agriculture policies – because we thought 
that in these times of deep and multiple crisis, the 
world would need more than ever a new narrative, and 
this can come only from the voice of small scale food 
producers, indigenous peoples and social movements 
for food sovereignty, human rights and climate justice. 
The Nyéléni process will culminate in a huge 
gathering of all these peoples and organisations. 
That will be a new starting point for global movements’ 
struggle for food sovereignty.
Along with the work at the international level, Crocevia 
spent lots of energies in strengthening the activites 
at the Italian level. We organized webinars to meet 
online with allies and discuss the legal recognition 
of peasant agriculture in the Italian legislation. This 
online work was also an opportunity for small farmers’ 
organisations to get closer to policymakers: Crocevia’s 
support to the Campaign for the recognition of 
peasant agriculture was decisive in pushing for 
the adoption of a national law by the Italian House of 
Representatives on the 20th of May 2021. In the year 
to come, we’ll continue to push for a final vote in the 
Senate that would seal the long-lasting campaign for 

the legal recognition of peasant agriculture started in 
2009.
Moreover, it has been also important to bring at 
the national level the EU campaign against the 
deregulation of New Breeding Techniques (NBTs). 
We actively campaigned along with a large coalition 
of social movements and NGOs in defending peasant 
agriculture from the push of the agri-food industries 
to deregulate these new biotech methods and their 
genetically modified (GM) food products.
Besides the challenges, it has been an important year 
for Crocevia to consolidate the staff: we have now 
7 staff members, plus an intern and two consultants 
for the communication. We managed to stabilize 
the work of the Youth Working Group of the IPC, 
which is something new and aims at supporting the 
intergenerational exchanges between political leaders 
of movements, and to deepen the discussion on the 
access to agriculture for young farmers. Moreover, this 
year was characterized by more exchanges among 
members, governing body and staff of Crocevia that 
led to more frequent discussions and exchanges 
on issues related to food and agriculture at local, 
national and global levels. These dialogues helped in 
getting a strengthened vision and clearer objectives 
for Crocevia, besides a stronger link between those 
working with Crocevia since a long time and those that 
are new to the organisation.
We now see new opportunities, hoping that the 
reopening of borders after the pandemic will allow 
meetings in person. We expect that this will be key to 
deepen again the political discussions and exchanges 
among the movements. The reestablishment of in 
person meetings will also be a fundamental part in 
the process that will lead to the Nyéléni Global Forum.
Crocevia is also willing to increase the work in Italy 
in 2022, planning new activities on four main issues: 
defending farmers’ rights to their seeds, raising the 
awareness on the small-scale fisheries guidelines, 
approved by the FAO but unrespected at the national 
level, keeping GMOs out of our plates, and getting the 
final vote on the law for the recognition of peasant 
agriculture.
Moreover, we expect to organise events in the new 
space we get for the Archive of Crocevia in Rome: our 
Archive of the Lands opened to the public in 2021, 
and consists of thousands of movies and pictures 
taken during old missions and projects of international 
cooperation. They are unique documents of a world 
that’s radically changed over the last 50 years, an 
extraordinary archive that can be used for cultural 
or research purposes by students, researchers, 
institutions, journalists, filmmakers, social movements 
and Civil Society Organisations.
Finally, we hope that in 2022, we will create the 
opportunities to strengthen Crocevia structure, 
in order to face a new and challenging year with the 
necessary energies and preparedness.
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CHAPTER 1 -  CROCEVIA IN THE WORLD

INTRODUCTION
Crocevia is keeping a leading role at the 
international level in coordinating the Secretariat 
of the International Planning Committee for 
Food Sovereignty (IPC). We not only coordinate the 
governing body of the IPC – the so-called Facilitation 
Committee – but we also facilitate the Working 
Groups on Fisheries, Agricultural Biodiversity, and 
Youth, besides the advocacy activities with the FAO 
and the member countries representatives in the FAO. 
Supporting the IPC is the main activity for Crocevia at 
the international level and it takes most of our time in 
creating new possibilities to raise the voices of small-
scale food producers in the UN system.
2021 it has been a great challenge for the IPC due to the 
pandemic on one side, and on the other to a growing 
capture of the multilateral spaces by corporations. 
The main outcome of this aggression is the UN Food 
Systems Summit (UNFSS) held in September 2021, 
which has been organized by the UN and the World 
Economic Forum to discuss about food systems, in 
a parallel space than FAO. Crocevia supported the 
organization of the counter-mobilization against the 
UNFSS in July 2021, together with the Civil Society 
Mechanism of the Committee on World Food Security. 
It has been the opportunity to advocate for more space 
to promote rights of rightsholders in a multilateral 
space, which are something different from economic 
interests of stakeholders in a multistakeholder space 
like the UNFSS, that does not respect the balance of 
power of the actors.
In May 2021, we also organized the first ever virtual 
General Meeting of the IPC: after one year of 
pandemic and three years from the last IPC General 
Meeting there was a need for the movements to 
discuss politically on different issues. The solution 
was to have a long General Meeting with different 
sessions held in different weeks (5 weeks in total) with 
regional consultations in between, in order to facilitate 
the exchange of the movements before the plenary 
sessions. It has been a success because it has been 
the moment to officially decide the importance of the 
Nyéléni Process and the finalization of its concept 
note. This moment inspired the movements in taking 
the pace towards a long process that will involve IPC 
organizations and allies from movements on climate 
change and working justice in the struggle for food 
sovereignty. During the Counter Summit events and 
again in November, the Nyéléni Process was launched, 
we started working on fundraising and opened 
discussions with different local administrations to 
see where it would be the best place to host the final 
Global Forum.
Finally, 2021 was an important moment for the IPC, 
given that it has been discussed for the first time a 
Memorandum of Understanding with the FAO, to 
agree on possible space of cooperation between the 

FAO and IPC and to strengthen the participation of 
the social movements in the international decision-
making spaces. The work of Crocevia will be relevant 
to this in addressing the different interests of the 
movements in the work plan that will be developed by 
the social movements and discussed with the relevant 
departments of the FAO. 

THE WORK OF THE IPC WORKING 
GROUP ON AGRICULTURAL 
BIODIVERSITY IN 2021
For several years now, the IPC Working Group on 
Agricultural Biodiversity, whose facilitation is 
handled by Crocevia, has been working steadily to 
bring the policy positions of the small-scale producer 
and indigenous movements to the highest fora of 
global politics. In 2021, the group’s engagement was 
on three different fronts:

The FAO International Treaty on Plant Genetic 
Resources for Food and Agriculture (ITPGRFA), 
on the implementation of which the concrete 
possibility for farmers to exercise rights over seeds 
and genetic resources necessary for food production 
depends. Within this framework, the Working Group 
participated in the two sessions of the fourth and 
final meeting of the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group 
on Farmers’ Rights (AHTEG-FR), a group of experts 
specifically constituted to examine key details of 
the Genetic Resources Treaty and provide useful 
interpretations for its implementation;

The FAO Commission on Genetic Resources for 
Food and Agriculture (CGRFA);

The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), 
with the IPC active in the meetings of its internal 
bodies responsible for ensuring its functioning, 
implementation and updating: the Subsidiary Body 
for Scientific and Technological Advice (SBSTTA-24), 
the Subsidiary Body on Implementation (SBI-3) 
and the Working Group on the Post-2020 Global 
Biodiversity Framework (WG2020-3), i.e. the 
framework of commitments to be made by the 
governments party to the Convention to halt 
biodiversity loss by 2030.

The challenge of the Treaty, between 
rights and monopoly
In 2021, the last two sessions of the AHTEG on 
Farmers’ Rights, an expert working group created 
during the 2017 Treaty Governing Body summit. 
The AHTEG process is of central interest to the 
Working Group on Agricultural Biodiversity: the 
objective of the Expert Working Group was to draft 
a document containing 11 categories of options that 
the Contracting Parties to the Treaty may consider 
for the local implementation of farmers’ rights as 
expected for in Article 9 of the Treaty.
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The participation of the experts from the farmers’ 
organisations that are part of the IPC, together with 
experts from the African region and civil society 
organisations, has produced important results, but the 
process is not finished yet, it will end next September 
at the ninth Governing Body of the Treaty, i.e. the 
highest decision-making body of the Treaty. The work 
of IPC and its allies in this process is crucial to protect 
the rights of farmers and indigenous peoples to 
their seed systems, rights that may be restricted 
or denied through international agreements, 
such as UPOV, through patents and/or sui generis 
laws related to variety registration. The IPC and 
allied experts have managed to resist the attacks of 
the seed industry, which, since the beginning of the 
process, has done everything possible to include the 
intellectual property system on seeds among the 
options for the implementation of farmers’ rights; 
farmers’ rights should not be implemented by 
residual measures with respect to intellectual 
property rights, but should be implemented by 
specific laws that recognise the diversity and role 
of seed systems (peasant and indigenous systems vs. 
industrial seed systems) and protect them.The experts 
managed to include in the direct recommendations 
at the next Governing Body, that the GB will translate 
the inventory containing the “measures and good 
practices” that were submitted by the Parties and 
other stakeholders; in fact, the lack of translation 
of the inventory into the languages of the Expert 
Group means that to date there is no possibility of 
accessing the contents and thus assessing whether 
the proposed measures actually implement farmers’ 
rights, or not. Finally, and this is of great legal 
relevance, the experts managed to get it noted in the 
final report that the experts discussed the possibility 
of asking the Governing Body to proceed with a legal 
interpretation on the binding character of the 
Treaty and its Article 9. The discussion on the issue 
was very heated during the last meeting in August 
2021 and it was obvious that no consensus would ever 
be reached among the experts on such a request, but 
thanks to the tremendous work of the experts, of the 
IPC and of the allies, the issue will reach the Governing 
Body for the first time. This is a decisive step in giving 
a key interpretation to this document, which could 
define once and for all the obligation for member 
countries to protect farmers’ rights from the aims 
of seed companies.

The FAO Commission and the digital 
revolution that hurts farmers
The 18th meeting of the Commission on Genetic 
Resources for Food and Agriculture (CGRFA) was 
held virtually from 27 September to 1 October 2021. 
The work of Crocevia and the IPC within this body is of 
crucial importance, because it is the only permanent 

intergovernmental advisory body with a difficult yet 
crucial mission: to reach international consensus on 
policies for the sustainable use and conservation of 
genetic resources for food and agriculture, as well as 
the sharing of the benefits derived from their use. The 
CGRFA is a very formal and conservative policy space 
whose recommendations are relevant to FAO member 
countries, the Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for 
Food and Agriculture and other UN agencies such as 

the Convention on Biological Diversity. This meeting 
was mainly attended by government delegations. 
IPC participated in the meeting through some of the 
co-coordinators of the Working Group on Agricultural 
Biodiversity, contributing in particular to the - 
highly controversial - discussion on the possibility 
of exempting genetic sequences created through 
digital processes (Digital Sequence Information - DSI) 
from the rules of the Treaty. With the excuse that it is 
‘data’ and not ‘living matter’, companies are trying to 
circumvent the constraints of the Treaty, opening up 
a further possibility of patenting and privatisation of 
seeds and traits belonging to local varieties cultivated 
by small producers and indigenous communities.

The role of agroecology in the new global 
framework for biodiversity
The year 2021 saw a great deal of engagement of the 
Working Group in addressing the agenda of the FAO



9
Activity report 2021

CHAPTER 1 -  CROCEVIA IN THE WORLD

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD); this forum 
is one of the most important decision-making spaces 
for issues related to the conservation and sustainable 
use of biodiversity, as well as the fair and equitable 
sharing of benefits arising from the utilisation of 
genetic resources. The CBD is an instrument of binding 
international law, the decisions of which fall upon the 
adhering Parties. In addition, decisions are taken into 
account by other fora, such as the FAO Treaty. This is 
why the IPC Working Group on Agricultural Biodiversity 
participated in all the virtual consultations held from 
late 2020 until October 2021, when the first phase of 
the Conference of the Parties, COP15, took place. On 
these occasions, the group faced great difficulties 
in participating due to the limitations of the virtual 
mode. For people living in rural areas, it was much 
more difficult to participate, as well as for delegates 
from countries less served by digital infrastructure. 
In spite of these great difficulties, the group managed 
to prepare for and participate in the meetings, and 
then to participate in the meeting in person (held 
in March 2022) with a prepared and determined 
delegation. Although the negotiation is a long way 
from achieving concrete and sufficiently ambitious 
commitments (a problem also shared with the more 
famous climate COPs), the presence of Crocevia and 
the IPC allowed for stronger ties and connections with 
some countries and forging new alliances with civil 
society organisations. The final session of CoP15 
will be held at the end of August 2022. Also on that 
occasion, the Working Group on Agrobiodiversity will 
be present and determined to lobby for a framework 
of commitments that recognises the real causes 
of global biodiversity loss - including industrial 
agriculture - and acknowledges the key role that 
small-scale producers and indigenous peoples play in 
conserving and enhancing biodiversity.

THE WORK OF THE IPC WORKING GROUP 
ON SMALL-SCALE FISHERIES IN 2021

Our work in 2021 for a sustainable fishing
The 2021 started with the organization of a webinar 
hosted by the Advisory Group (AG) of the Global 
Strategic Framework in support of the implementation 
of the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable 
Small-Scale Fisheries (SSF-GSF). The webinar 
was organized with the Friends of the Guidelines 
(Canada, Indonesia, Norway, Perù and Tanzania), and 
focused on the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing 
Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries (SSF Guidelines) 
and the synergies between them and the objectives 
of the International Year of Artisanal Fisheries and 
Aquaculture (IYAFA 2022).This initiative was followed 
by the 34th session of the FAO Committee on 
Fisheries (COFI) in February 2021, which was delayed 
and switched to a virtual modality due to the COVID-19 

pandemic. Despite the virtual nature of the meeting 
sessions weakened the influencing and advocating 
capacities of the Group, the IPC managed to make its 
voice heard, through the sharing of written statements, 
which led the IPC to be the Observer to have shared the 
most Written Statements during COFI. In the following 
months, the Group, in its role of Advisory Group of the 
SSF-GSF, organized in collaboration with SwedBio and 
WorldFish a series of webinars with Environmental 
NGOs (ENGOs) in order to increase their understanding 
of the SSF Guidelines application within projects and 
initiatives in the small-scale fisheries sphere. The first 
tranche of dialogue took place between May and July 
2021 and consisted of three webinars dealing with:  
general overview on the SSF Voluntary Guidelines and 
their importance; the adoption of a human rights-
based approach in the context of small-scale fisheries 
and the role of gender in SSF. Thanks to the positive 
outcomes of the first tranche of dialogue with the 
ENGOs, the Advisory Group agreed on organizing a 
second tranche of dialogues in the second part of the 
year. Considering the international agenda of the late 
2021 and the beginning of 2022, the AG decided to link 
the last two webinars to the main international events 
of the period: the COP26 on climate and the COP15 
on biodiversity. One was focused on climate change 
and disasters in relation to small-scale fishers and the 
last was arranged to be held right before the meeting 
session in Geneva for the CBD (2022), aiming at looking 
at the biodiversity frameworks from the lens of SSF 
Guidelines. June 2021 started celebrating small-scale 
fishers’ people through a series of videos that the IPC 
WG on Fisheries launched for the World Ocean Week.
In June Crocevia launched also a 4-years project 
called “Supporting Social Movements leading 
the implementation of the SSF Guidelines at the 
regional level through the FAO SSF-GSF and connect the 
SSF Guidelines with other important international 
processes relevant to their implementation”, financially 
supported by SwedBio. The project represents a 
natural continuation of a 2020 project during which 
the Regional Advisory Group SSF-GSF (RAGs) were set 
up in the African, Asia and Pacific and Latin America 
and Caribbean regions. The project wants to empower 
small-scale fishing communities, strengthening 
CSOs capacity for self-organization, self-
representation, and civil society’s participation 
in decision-making processes, from the regional to 
the global level, influencing policy processes relevant 
to the implementation of the SSF Guidelines. During 
its first six months of implementation, the project 
managed to further consolidate the Regional Advisory 
Groups (RAGs) ) in the African and Asia and Pacific region 
and lay out the first steps for the re-establishment 
of the RAGs in the LAC region and for the national 
assessments on the SSF guidelines implementation 
status, core of the RAGs’ work.
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The Upcoming International Year of 
Artisanal Fisheries and Aquaculture
As the summer ended, the attention of the Working 
Group was drawn to the upcoming inauguration of 
the International Year of Artisanal Fisheries and 
Aquaculture (IYAFA), launched by the FAO, and the 
definition of monitoring framework methodology for 
the assessment of the SSF Guidelines implementation 
at national level, as envisaged by the Guide to Action 
2021-2022 of the Working Group on Fisheries. The 
document was developed by the Coordination Group 
of the Working Group on Fisheries, it provides a global 
frame to inspire and guide IPC SSF works at regional 
and national level by setting out the priorities and 
goals for the work of the IPC WG on Fisheries for the 
upcoming months and years.
The IPC, as a FAO-recognised partner representing 
civil society, has participated in the IYAFA International 

Steering Committee (ISC), the body responsible for 
defining the objectives of the event and dictating its 
work axes, since the beginning (November 2020). The 
participation in the ISC is carried forward by two IPC 
representatives: Editrudith Lukanga (World Forum 
of Fish Harvesters & Fish Workers - WFF) and Munir 
Mujibul (World Forum of Fishers Peoples - WFFP). 
Within the IYAFA ISC the IPC serves as Vice-Chair. By 
virtue of its role in the IYAFA ISC, the IPC Working 
Group on Fisheries took part in the Launch Event 
through its representative and Vice-Chair of the 
IYAFA International steering Committee, Ms Editrudith 

Lukanga. The Working Group on Fisheries seized 
the World Fishery Day and the Human Rights Day 
to further express its position and way forward by 
releasing two statements.
As the year approached to an end, the focus of the 
Working Group on Fisheries turned completely to the 
drafting of the monitoring methodology to assess 
to what extent the States are complying with and 
implementing the SSF Guidelines and contributing 
to the realization of the Guidelines’ core objectives. 
The monitoring represents the core of the Regional 
Advisory Groups’ work for the forthcoming year and of 
the 4 years project supported by SwedBio.

THE WORK OF THE IPC 
WORKING GROUP ON YOUTH IN 2021

A map for the future of agroecology
Thanks to an agreement between Crocevia and the 
FAO, the IPC Working Group on Youth embarked on a 
new mission in 2021: to identify a series of national 
and local initiatives and strategies of small-scale 
producers, consumers and IPC Indigenous Peoples’ 
organisations to make rural areas more attractive to 
young people. 
These initiatives range from intergenerational 
knowledge exchange and practical training to concrete 
platforms to facilitate young producers’ access to 
the market. The result is a mapping exercise that 
focuses on the context of each initiative, describing 
projects, resources and instruments adopted, the 
local impact, the challenges faced and those still to 
be overcome. Furthermore, the document shows 
whether the initiative has direct or indirect links with 
local, regional or global policies and instruments. This 
work is part of the Global Action Plan (GAP) of the 
United Nations Decade for Family Farming (UNDFF). 
The document represents the first step of a concrete 
engagement of young people in political processes, 
analysing common goals, solutions and initiatives to 
facilitate the political participation of young people 
in rural areas. The map is also a tool to understand 
the contexts and opportunities for young producers 
in specific countries/regions and within the global 
dialogue. This map also represents an heritage of 
shared knowledge, with concrete examples of youth 
movements active in agriculture around the world.
The map, later transformed into a digital and interactive 
tool, is a ‘work in progress’ we aim to expand, in order to 
include new examples of practices that facilitate real 
practical and political participation of young people in 
food systems. In 2021, the work on the overall strategy 
for the Working Group on Youth was also initiated, 
leading to the identification of common areas of work 
and the starting of a specific dialogue with FAO in early 
2022.
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What policies for young people in rural 
areas?
Last year the Working Group also engaged in a youth 
training process started in 2017 and developed in 
collaboration with the Family Farming and Partnerships 
with Civil Society Unit (PSUF) of the FAO. This led to a 
four-day workshop in September 2021, which involved 
52 young people from all continents. Organised 
in group discussions and lectures, the workshop 
achieved three objectives:

Increase the capacity of the IPC Working 
Group on Youth to influence the development, 
implementation and monitoring/evaluation of 
public policies in support of youth in rural areas (at 
the global, national and regional/local levels);

Contribute to the work of the FAO on rural youth by 
making the Public Policy Cycle tool accessible, to 
implement youth-led policy solutions in the context 
of the UNDFF;

Provide tools and skills to address international 
dialogue and public policy issues relevant to young 
people and food systems focused on family farming 
(e.g. policies regulating access to land and other 
productive resources, access to financial support, 
training, political participation and representation).

We also discussed these issues at the roundtable of 
young farmers organised by the World Food Forum, 
an international network of young people launched in 
2021 by FAO, which is facilitating it. The forum aims to 
fuel a global movement to help young people shape 
the food systems of the future, with the Sustainable 
Development Goals as its horizon. A member of the 
IPC Working Group from Burundi spoke on the panel, 
bringing his case study of the local Fishermen’s 
Federation, which supports young people in rural 
areas to access markets and credit, thus facilitating 
generational change in the small-scale fisheries sector. 
Another opportunity to bring the voice of youth to the 
international space was the IPC’s contribution to the 
policy recommendations that the Civil Society and 
Indigenous People Mechanism (CSM) sent to the FAO 
Committee on World Food Security (CFS) in preparation 
for the Committee plenary to be held in 2022. During 
the plenary, the topic of youth and generational 
change in food systems will be discussed. The written 
contribution sent in by the youth representatives of 
CSM and IPC aims to ensure that the voice and needs of 
small and young producers at the global level are taken 
into account in the policy recommendations that will 
come out of the CFS plenary, and then be translated at 
the national level. The demands of CSM and IPC youth 
are based on the application of “recognition”, “rights”, 
“equity” and “action”, principles suggested by the High 
Level Panel on Food Security and Nutrition (HLPE), 
the science-policy interface body of CFS, in its latest 
report on youth in food systems.
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INTRODUCTION 
In Italy Crocevia  has been working on the issue of food 
sovereignty since 1996, when the concept was coined 
by Via Campesina. Bringing food sovereignty issues 
to the country means strengthening and supporting 
farmers’ movements and small-scale producers. In 
2021 once again we supported the movements and 
organizations in Italy carrying on the struggle for 
food sovereignty: the main activities we followed and 
supported were the campaign against the new GMOs 
and the campaign for a law recognising peasant 
agriculture. Issues and difficulties related to the 
pandemic also created new ways to communicate our 
topics and support the movements in Italy. For this 
reason, this year we focused on communication work, 
trying to strengthen the communication channels in 
order to make as many people as possible aware of 
the risk of a liberalization of the new GMOs and of the 
importance of a final vote by the Parliament on the bill 
for peasant agriculture. To this end, we focused on 
informative webinars and on increasing our presence 
on social networks. At the same time, we pushed to get 
back on its feet a work that Crocevia was struggling 
to carry out in recent years due to lack of facilities 
and funding, that is the Archive of the Lands, which 
collects exclusive photographic, audio and video 
material from all over the world thanks to which we 
can reconstruct historical battles for the recognition 
of the role of farmers and for food sovereignty. In 2021, 
finally, the Archive with its priceless heritage was 
recognised as an Archive of Historical and Cultural 
Interest, then formally recognised by the Ministry of 
Culture, and found a home: it is located in the Parco 
delle Energie in Rome, hosted by the Maria Baccante 
Documentation Center. A place that Crocevia intends 
to keep alive and in which we want to organize cultural 
and awareness-raising activities. 2021 was also the 
year in which our adventure within the Rural Seeds 
Network came to an end. Although Crocevia was 
one of the founding organizations of the Rural Seeds 
Network in 2007, in 2021 we announced our leave. We 
chose to focus on protecting the peasant seed system 
from the interests of the agro-industry, setting up a 
work that does not yet exist in our country and that 
contemplates the promotion - through advocacy, 
communication and lobbying activities - of a regulation 
on the management of genetic resources based on the 
concept of collective rights to use and reproduce 
seeds. This implies, concretely, setting up a regulatory 
framework able to ensure that peasant and Indigenous 
Peoples’ seed systems are not discriminated against 
in comparison to the commercial/industrial and formal 
seed sector, and that they receive adequate public 
support, including research, services and funding, 
instead of benefitting of simple exceptions from 
the industrial seed system regulatory framework. 
That’s why in 2021 we published a manual on how 

to translate the farmers’ rights approach into 
national laws. Finally, in the past year we have been 
planning the work that, in 2022, will lead us to start a 
debate at the national level on the implementation of 
the Voluntary Guidelines for Small Scale Fisheries, 
adopted by the FAO in 2014 thanks to a collective 
effort that also involved the IPC at the forefront.

THE CAMPAIGN TO STOP 
THE DEREGULATION OF NEW GMOS 
Throughout 2021, the study and advocacy work at 
national and international level continued on the 
topic of New Breeding Techniques, the genome-
editing biotechnologies whose products risk being 
exempted from the traceability and labeling obligation 
guaranteed by EU GMO legislation. This legislation is 

being revised by the EU Commission, under pressure 
from the private sector. To counter the attempts of the 
seed industry, agrochemical companies and some of 
the expertise in favor of this deregulation, Crocevia is 
working together with international movements and 
27 national associations on an advocacy campaign to 
ensure full respect for the precautionary principle 
and the European directives on GMOs. The campaign 
was reignited at the end of 2021, when five deputies 
of the 5 Star Movement presented a bill to accelerate 
the release into the environment of products obtained 
by genome editing, already defined as equal to 
first-generation GMOs by the European Court of 
Justice in a 2018 ruling. The move strengthened 
a coalition of 27 environmental, consumer, trade 
union and producer associations to prevent Italy
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from losing its GMO-free status, a fact that represents 
an important competitive advantage in the agriculture 
and food sectors.
The campaign against new GMOs is in line with 
repeated initiatives that we have taken in recent years, 
together with many of the organizations involved in 
the campaign, to stop the leaps forward of the Ministry 
for Agricultural Policy, promoter of attempts to change 
national legislation contrary to the ruling of the EU 
Court of Justice and in advance respect the European 
regulatory review process.
We have therefore denounced with declarations, open 
letters, and awareness-raising work in the media how 
the exemption from traceability and labeling for new 
biotechnology products jeopardizes the ecological 
transition of Italian agriculture, the defense of farmers’ 
rights, and the free choice of consumers. So far, 
this activity has been successful in stopping Italy’s 
leaks. At the same time, maintaining the objective of 
supporting movements on various levels - national, 
regional and global - together with the Confederation 
Paysanne and the broader network of the European 
Coordination Via Campesina, we are participating 
in the EU consultation process that has arisen as 
a result of the proposal to update the regulation on 
genetically modified organisms. We are following 
this path with the intention of informing MEPs and 
European Commission officials on the risks of such a 
drift.

THE CAMPAIGN FOR A 
LAW ON PEASANT AGRICULTURE
Since 2009, farmers organizations and some support 
NGOs promoted the Campaign for a law on peasant 
agriculture in Italy advocating for a national law that 
could recognize the value of peasant agriculture setting 
up a different regulation in support. This campaign has 
taken some advancements in recent years, also thanks 
to the adoption of  the United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Peasants and Other People Working in 
Rural Areas (UNDROP) by the UN Human Rights Council 
through, d in 2018 and the launch of the UN Decade 
on Family Farming 2018-2028 (UNDFF), providing 
an international framework to promote an enabling 
policy environment at regional and national level to to 
differentiate policies supporting family farming from 
the regulation of industrial agriculture. However, 2021 
has been an important year for the campaign thanks 
to a great mobilization and the advocacy work with 
the Parliamentarians. In February Crocevia supported 
an open letter to Italian peasants addressing the 
importance of a law recognizing peasant agriculture. 
The aim of this open letter was to increase the 
mobilization of peasants that are bearers of a model 
of agriculture and of production working with nature, 
based on the co-production with the environment 
rather than extractivism of natural resources.

After this first attempt, the campaign saw some 
openness by national MPs, shown by the revamping 
of the work within the Committee on Agriculture 
reviewing the final text to be presented then in the 
Chamber of Deputies. Given the opportunity, Crocevia 
decided to host two webinars with MPs to discuss the 
text of the law. The first one involved the Rapporteur of 
the law on peasant agriculture, Mr Dedalo Pignatone, 
to discuss with the members of the campaign – among 
which Slow Food, ARI, USB and Fairwatch. The event 
was followed by more than a hundred participants 
connected online with many questions. After this, 
Crocevia relaunched a webinar on the 4 of May, 
inviting the Chair of the Committee on Agriculture, Mr 
Fabrizio Gallinella, who informed about the legislative 
process and ensured about the next approval. This 
webinar was also followed by many people and it gave 
an important contribution to the advocacy strategy. 
Finally, on 13 of May 2021, the law was discussed by 
the Chamber of Deputies: after 12 years of struggles, 
the Campaign achieved having a final text discussed in 
the Parliament. The historic achievement brought new 
energy in the social movements and also had a great 
impact on the MPs: one week later, the 20 of May, the 
Chamber passed the law. Now the legislative process 
moves to the Senate, where we’ll push to have a final 
vote in 2022. 
Thanks to these developments, the Campaign gained 
more strength, with more movements involved, and in 
September it has been organised a national meeting 
in Florence, where Crocevia participated actively, to 
plan the following steps. Now the process continues 
and Crocevia keeps the pressure on the advocacy side, 
involving also its experience at global level: on 24 and 
30 November there have been two hearings in the 
Senate. We worked to include in the hearings also the 
FAO Secretariat of the UN Decade on Family Farming, 
who participated and promoted the final adoption of 
the law, also as a recognition of the work on family 
farming carried on by the FAO. The process may still 
be long, but 2021 has been a turning year for the 
recognition of peasant agriculture in Italy. 

CROCEVIA’S MEDIA LIBRARY OPENS 
TO THE PUBLIC 
It took many years, but thanks to the commitment of 
members, councillors and volunteers, 2021 was the 
year of the inauguration of the Archive-Mediatheque 
of the Lands, a collection of paper documents 
and audiovisual media created over 60 years of 
international cooperation. The Archive received 
the recognition of ‘Particularly Important Historical 
Interest Archive’ from the Ministry of Culture.
The Mediatheque holds a collection of almost 2000 
audiovisuals, as well as a significant archive of 
photographic material, slides, teaching aids, CDs 
and CD-Roms,
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available to anyone who wants to learn more about 
agriculture, rights, international solidarity, making 
them educational and training tools. This heritage has 
been built up over decades of cooperation projects 
with countries in the global South. In its solidarity 
activities, Crocevia did not only bring support to local 
communities, but built communication projects. Unlike 
colonial-style documentary, these projects were 
aimed at providing peoples with new tools to offer their 
own point of view, so that they could regain the right to 
self-representation without having their identity and 
culture filtered through the Western lenses. 
For this reason, the contents of the Archive-
Mediatheque of the Lands are even more rare and 
exclusive. For years we looked for a space in which 
to place them, and finally the new site was found 
in Rome and inaugurated on 26 November 2021, 
at the Parco delle Energie in Via Prenestina, 175. 
Representatives of city institutions (Rome City 
Council) and the United Nations (FAO) participated 
in the event.Now, documents and audiovisual media 
are housed in the rooms of the “Maria Baccante” 
Territorial Documentation Centre. 
With the Forum del Parco delle Energie, a network of 
citizens’ committees that obtained the right to protect 
this urban park threatened by the building speculation, 
Crocevia has activated a stable collaboration in the 
programming of activities related to the protection and 
preservation of biodiversity. These include biodiversity 
education workshops with the ‘Carlo Pisacane’ primary 
school conducted by Civil Service volunteers. Also 
as part of the activities of the Mediatheque with the 
Carlo Pisacane school, Crocevia operators organised a 
course of video filming and introduction to the video 
camera. With the idea of bringing students closer 
to the organization’s work, Crocevia entered into an 
agreement with Rome’s ‘La sapienza’ University, which 
will help our organization to involve students from the 
in History in the 2022/23 academic year.
In order to support the activities of the Mediatheque, 
a request for a contribution was submitted to the 
Ministry of Culture (MIBAC) for the second year. This 
has been done participating in the call for proposals 
dedicated to Cultural Institutes. In addition, a request 
was made to the MIBAC to enter into an agreement 
with the General Directorate for Archives for projects 
aimed at reorganising, inventorying and enhancing 
the archival heritage.

CIVIL SERVICE FOR LAND 
AND AGROECOLOGY 
Like every year, Crocevia hosts Civil Service trainees 
at its headquarters, involving them in projects and 
campaigns ranging from activities on the ground 
to supporting those carried out in the international 
context. In the first months of 2021 two interns 
dedicate themselves to the design of environmental 

education lessons to be carried out in schools and local 
communities, such as popular after-school activities. 
They favoured an educational approach that focused 
on play and creativity and on collective moments. For 
this, ice-breaking activities were devised, as well as 
final feedback sessions, in which the class was asked 
to develop an independent reflection. The activities 
were planned to be carried out both online and in 
person, and the topics addressed were mainly the 
waste cycle and biodiversity. 
Three different workshops were held on the 
recycling of materials such as paper, plastic and glass, 
sensitising the classes to the importance of reuse and 
separate waste collection. 
Other classes focused on topics related to biodiversity, 
bees and sustainable agriculture and food. The 
workshops were held at after-school centres in the 
Quarticciolo and Rebibbia districts of Rome, and in 
collaboration with the Pisacane School at the Parco 
delle Energie. In parallel with the training activities, the 
interns contributed to the archiving work carried out 
at the Mediatheque. 
Through the viewing of all the material, it was possible, 
thanks to their support, to draw up a new catalogue 
for consultation. Also within the Archive of the Lands, 
the Civil Service volunteers helped to organise 
events and seminars and to support the organization 
in communication activities on social networks. 
Furthermore, in the context of the surrounding Parco 
delle Energie, they carried out survey activities on the 
fruition of the park by the population. A questionnaire 
was submitted to general people coming to the park, 
which was then compared with the results of a similar 
survey carried out at the Parco degli Orti Urbani in the 
Garbatella district.
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For decades, Crocevia has played a key role in the 
agroecology and food sovereignty movements. We 
are an organisation that works to support territories 
and networks of small-scale food producers around 
the world, facilitating dialogue between these actors 
through the coordination of a global platform. In 
addition to the complex task of facilitating the internal 
debate, Crocevia supports and organises advocacy 
activities and maintains relations with the FAO, 
European and national institutions, enabling local 
communities and their representatives to bring their 
demands to the highest level of policy making, i.e. 
to the source of those regulatory frameworks which 
may have an impact on their lives, their work and their 
rights. 
Our networks are therefore our most important 
asset.

ITALIAN NETWORK
At the Italian level, Crocevia cultivates a deep 
relationship with the Associazione Rurale Italiana 
(ARI), a member organisation of La Via Campesina 
in our country. Together with ARI and its territorial 
branches we organise awareness-raising events, 
campaigns and institutional meetings. One example 
above all, the Campaign for the Law on Peasant 
Agriculture, in which Crocevia is working not only 
with ARI, but also with territorial farmers’ networks 
such as Campi Aperti and Community Supported 
Agricultures (CSAs) such as Arvaia. In this alliance 
we provide communication support and technical 
expertise in the monitoring of legislation, favouring 
connection with the positions taken by international 
movements members of the IPC. Alongside all this is 
the long lasting relationship with the trade union USB 
(Unione Sindacale di Base), through which Crocevia 
works to strengthen the alliance between peasant 
agriculture and farm workers. In this regard, the trade 
union literacy project of community activists working 
in agricultural harvesting is now in its fourth year. 
The project is supported by the Isis Network and the 
Rosa Luxemburg Foundation. The trade union training 
project for community activists working in agricultural 
harvesting is now in its fourth year. The project is 
carried out with the support of Rete Iside and the 
Rosa Luxemburg Stiftung. In Crocevia’s vision, small 
producers and workers are not enemies, but allies in 
the transition towards agroecology. 

EUROPEAN NETWORK
At the European level, Crocevia works in a network 
with the European Coordination Via Campesina 
(ECVC), with which we participate in discussions on 

EU agricultural and food policies. From the Common 
Agricultural Policy (CAP) to legislation on biodiversity, 
biotechnology and seeds, our organisation is able to 
monitor regulatory pathways and work to influence 
them. 
Crocevia is also a member of the European 
Coordination “Let’s Liberate Diversity” (ECLLD), 
a network of organisations active in several member 
states to safeguard farmers’ rights to seeds.

INTERNATIONAL NETWORK 
On a global level, networks are even more fundamental 
to the work of Crocevia: on an international scale, we 
have unique experience in facilitating the exchange 
of experience and knowledge between movements, 
which we have helped to organise in the International 
Planning Committee for Food Sovereignty (IPC). 
The platform was joined by various movements 
and organisations from all over the planet: from 
the communities of Indigenous Peoples from the 
International Indian Treaty Council to peasant 
networks such as Via Campesina, International 
Federation of Rural Adult Catholic Movement 
(FIMARC) and Mouvement International de la 
Jeunesse Agricole et Rurale Catholique (MIJARC). 
Crucial is also the relationship with feminist networks 
such as the World March of Women: the feminist 
approach is a guiding principle of the IPC’s activities 
and proposals. 
A prominent role is also played by movements and 
organisations representing small-scale fishing 
communities, from the World Forum of Fish 
Harversters & Fish Workers (WFF) to the World 
Forum of Fishers People (WFFP), but we cultivate 
relations also with networks working to combat 
poverty in urban areas and realities representing the 
world of alternative economies (Hibitat International 
Coalition, URGENCI - The international network 
for Community Supported Agriculture). In the 
rural sphere, Crocevia has relations with herdsmen’s 
movements (World Alliance of Mobile Indigenous 
People) and cultivates long-lasting relations with 
single organisations in different continents and regions 
of the world that adhere to the global constituencies 
mentioned above. 
Networking is therefore at the heart of our commitment 
and characterises our approach by making it coherent 
at global, regional and national levels. 
Our aim is to continue and further strengthen these 
alliances through projects, campaigns and lobbying, 
so that small-scale food producers could always have 
a space to dialogue and build collective positions with 
an international perspective on food sovereignty.
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In 2021, Crocevia’s staff, including permanent staff 
and collaborators, totals 11 people (+ 4 between civil 
service and trainees), which means a growth of three 
compared to last year. The civil service has been 
activated after many years of inactivity, and has made 
it possible to intensify activities at national level. The 
assignments are broken down as follows:

Crocevia’s income in 2021 reached EUR 508,000, 
slightly down from the EUR 517,000 recorded as at 31 
December 2020. The operating deficit of EUR 19,000 
is the effect of investments made in 2021 for which 
a return is expected in 2022, but the numbers also 
reflect the difficulty in transforming project activities 
due to the limitations caused by the pandemic.

We would like to thank the donors who believed in 
the work of Crocevia and allowed us to continue 
our activities even in a really complicated year. In 
particular, our gratitude goes to:

Thanks to this constant and brave support, our 
organisation can play a key role and continue to 
support the dialogue and struggles of the global food 
sovereignty movements.

CHAPTER 4 -  BUDGET, FUNDRAISING AND STAFF 

Commissione Europea

FAO

Stockholm University

Università del Molise

WhyHunger

New Venture Fund

FIAN

Asociación Lurbide

USB

Ministero dei Beni e delle 

Attività Culturali

Privati

Other 
Collaborators

2 4
Trainees 
and Civil Services

Permanent 
Collaborators

5
Employees

4
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In the second half of 2021, Crocevia made an 
investment in communication, to ensure a more 
constant management of the IPC and organisation’s 
web and social channels. This is a first step towards 
structuring a dedicated office that can support the 
huge work done by Crocevia at all levels and facilitate 
its dissemination to the public, media and institutions. 
The intention is also to work in the near future on finding 
resources to set up a restyling of the communication 
channels, a strengthening of the press office work and 
to organise more public events.  

SOCIAL MEDIA STATISTICS

Press Review

13 january
Jacobin Italia - https://cutt.ly/9HKNbJ4

15 september
Rinnovabili.it  - https://cutt.ly/SHKB7VD

20 september
Il Salvagente   - https://cutt.ly/IHKNwsO 

7 october 
Jacobin Italia -  https://cutt.ly/mHKNU7W 

8 october 
Terra Nuova -  https://cutt.ly/HHKNrwf

11 october 
Comune Info  - https://cutt.ly/WHKNyrd 

22 october
The Honeyland Magazine - https://cutt.ly/8HKNiH9

1 november
La Nuova Ecologia  - novembre 2021, p. 48 

26 november
La Nuova Ecologia  - https://cutt.ly/mHKNpLO 
Comune Info   - https://cutt.ly/AHKNZJT

9 december
Comune Info  - https://cutt.ly/WHKNslC 

10 december
Terra Nuova   - https://cutt.ly/kHKNdSB  
Rinnovabili.it  - https://cutt.ly/SHKNg9G 
GreenMe   - https://cutt.ly/CHKNhMj 

13 december
La Nuova Ecologia   - https://cutt.ly/cHKNkWL

FACEBOOK FOLLOWERS

4317  in 2020      4614 in 2021

FACEBOOK COVERAGE  
1 JAN - 31 DEC 2021

61.141 
(+ 984% on 2020)

INSTAGRAM FOLLOWERS 

258 

INSTAGRAM COVERAGE   
1 JAN - 31 DEC 2021

1175
(+ 75% on 2020)

TWITTER FOLLOWERS

81 



SUPPORT THE 
FIGHT FOR FOOD 
SOVEREIGNTY!
Support our work to organise the Food Sovereignty Movement! You can help us in many 
ways: 

  Donate your 5x1000           CF 80096570587

  Make a liberal donation on WWW.CROCEVIATERRA.IT/FAI-UNA-DONAZIONE/

If you are a CSO, an NGO or another collective, and if you want to be part of the International
Planning Committee for Food Sovereignty, you can email us at info@croceviaterra.it!
If you want to know more on our work follow us on the web and the social networks! 

www.croceviaterra.it
www.foodsovereignty.org

@croceviaterra
@ipc.foodsovereignty

@CCrocevia
@IPCSovereignty

@cicrocevia


